
Abstract: 
Located on the far western side of the inland sea national park, in the northeastern part of the 
island of Kyushu in southwestern Japan is an island included as part of Oita prefecture. Have 
you ever wondered that such a place that is less than seven square kilometers and has a 
population of less than 3000 people existed in Japan known for its’ big cities? A place with a 
history of more than 2000 years; a place that appears in two of Japan’s greatest literary 
publications; that place is Himeshima. Read more about Himeshima’s most famous “Fox 
Dance” and “Aya”, with a history of more than 500 years, the people of Himeshima manage to 
hold onto their traditions in a quickly changing and fast paced modern Japan. 
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